Figure 1: Flow diagram outlining the selection process for studies  
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MEDLINE (Ovid)= 2913
EMBASE (Ovid)= 3952
AMED (Ovid)= 334
CINAHL-P (EBSCO)= 675
PsycINFO (EBSCO)= 1550
ASSIA (ProQuest)= 526
Sociological Abstracts (ProQuest)= 319
Web of Science ((Science Citation Index (SCI), Social Science Citation Index (SSCI), Conference Proceedings Citation Index- Science (CPCI-S), Conference Proceedings Citation Index- Social Science & Humanities (CPCI-SSH)) = 2855
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Reasons for exclusion:
No patient perspectives
Not focused on CFS/ME
No qualitative data
No primary data
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