
































https://www.cosmos.esa.int/web/gaia/release
https://www.cosmos.esa.int/web/gaia/release









	1 Introduction
	1.1 Overview of association properties
	1.2 On the definition of OB associations
	1.3 This and past reviews

	2 Identifying members of associations
	2.1 Identifying young stars
	2.2 Confirming the youth of stars
	2.3 Assigning young stars into groups

	3 Properties of OB associations
	3.1 Size and internal structure
	3.2 Kinematics, velocity dispersion and virial state
	3.3 Expansion
	3.4 Ages and age spreads
	3.5 Kinematic ages
	3.6 Distribution within the Galaxy

	4 Discussion
	4.1 Formation and origin
	4.2 Propagation of star formation in OB associations
	4.3 Dynamical evolution and dispersal

	5 Implications
	5.1 At what densities does star formation take place?
	5.2 Do binary and multiple systems evolve differently in clusters and associations?
	5.3 Do protoplanetary disks and planetary systems evolve differently in clusters and associations?

	6 Future Prospects
	6.1  Future Gaia data releases
	6.2 Multi-object spectroscopic surveys
	6.3 X-ray telescopes

	7 Summary

